QUICK REFERENCE: PHARMACEUTICAL WASTE DISPOSAL

Any outer inert packaging and Patient Information Leaflets may be placed into ordinary paper/cardboard waste containers for recycling, however, packaging that has patient sensitive information must be disposed of in the confidential waste bin.

Please note the following table does not apply to CDs of any schedule, please refer to separate information about safe disposal of controlled drugs.
	Pharmaceutical
	Disposal Advice
	Notes

	Aerosol devices
	Remove product from inert packaging and place in waste container.
	The canister itself can often be pulled from the plastic part of metered dose inhalers.  Do not dismantle other devices e.g. Accuhalers, Turbohalers

	Creams, Ointments
and Shampoos
	Remove product from outer packaging and place in waste container
	May be either hazardous or non-hazardous.

	Eye, Ear and Nasal
drops and ointments
	Remove product from outer packaging and place in waste container
	May be either hazardous or non-hazardous. Note that Chloramphenicol preparations are on the “Hazardous List”

	Flammable Liquids
	Small quantities of flammable liquids remaining in a bottle e.g. hand alcohol rubs may be placed in the waste container. Large quantities of flammable liquids, must not be placed in the waste container. A separate consignment will be required, arranged on an ad-hoc basis with the waste contractor.
	Alcohol hand gels that do not contain siloxanes and whose safety data sheet does not prohibit discharge to the sewer may be rinsed out and the packaging recycled or placed into the municipal waste stream.

	Inhaler devices (including aerosol devices)
	Remove product from inert packaging and place in waste container. Consign separately, if required, by the waste contractor
	Note that the canister itself can be pulled from the plastic part of metered dose inhalers. Do not dismantle other devices e.g.  Accuhalers, Turbohalers

	Injections
Vials or Ampoules
Broken/Part-used
	Place in waste container designated for sharps contaminated with Pharmaceutical Waste.
The syringe must not be discharged.
	May be either Hazardous or non-hazardous.

	Injections
Vials or Ampoules
Intact
	Remove product from outer packaging and place in waste container
	May be either Hazardous or non-hazardous.
Note that vials or ampoules which are not broken are not considered sharps

	Injections
Prepared, but not administered
	Place in waste container designated for sharps contaminated with Pharmaceutical Waste. The syringe must not be discharged.
	May be either Hazardous or non-hazardous.

	Injections
Pre-filled syringes with needle
	Place in waste container designated for sharps contaminated with Pharmaceutical Waste. The syringe must not be discharged.
	

	Liquids - External
Include inhalations
	The liquid should remain in the bottle and the bottle itself should be placed in the waste container. Under no circumstance should a liquid be poured directly into the waste container.
	May be either Hazardous or non-hazardous.
Check that the lid is secure.

	Liquids - Oral
Contained in bottle
	The liquid should remain in the bottle and the bottle itself should be placed in the waste container. Under no circumstance should a liquid be poured directly into the waste container. Controlled drugs will require denaturing before disposal.
	May be either Hazardous or non-hazardous.
Note that an oral syringe is not classed as a sharp. A leak proof container or one with absorbent gel should be used
Check that the lid is secure.

	Liquids - Oral Prepared but not administered
	Small quantities may be disposed of by washing into the foul sewer
	

	Empty medicines bottles
	Should be treated as pharmaceuticals as they may contain residues.  Bottles should not be rinsed and must not be disposed of into glass recycling.  Entire bottle should be placed in the waste container.
	May be either Hazardous or non-hazardous.

	Nebules
	Treat as injection ampoules (intact)
	

	Patches removed from a patient
	Fold the patch over on itself so that the inactive ingredient is rendered irretrievable. Then place in the waste container. (Patches containing controlled drugs will need destroying with an ‘Authorised Witness’) 
	

	Patches remaining in sealed pouch
	Place unopened patches in the waste container. 
	This advice is different to the disposal of unused patches containing a Controlled Drug. Unused controlled drug patches should be folded over on itself so that the patch is irretrievable). 

	Powders in tins/ sachets
	Place in waste container. Sachets should not be opened. Tins which may be full or partially full, should be placed in the waste container unopened.
	Includes prescribable dietary supplements and food thickeners.

	Rectal preparations
e.g. suppositories
	Remove product from outer packaging and place in waste container
	

	Sprays e.g. Nasal sprays
	Remove product from outer packaging and place in waste container
	

	Tablets/Capsules in
Blister strips*
	Remove the blister strip(s) from outer packaging and place in the waste container
	DO NOT pop the tablets or capsules out of the blister packaging.

	Tablets/Capsules
loose in a bottle
	The tablets/capsules must remain in the tablet bottle and the bottle itself should be placed in the waste container.
	

	Tablets / Capsules in a Monitored Dosage System
	Disposable packaging containing the unwanted medicines must be removed from any reusable equipment and placed in the waste container intact.
	Reusable equipment can be returned to the pharmacy that dispensed the system. Such systems provided by Community Pharmacies list the medication included. If any of these is assessed to be Hazardous, the whole assortment must be consigned as hazardous waste. If none are assessed to be Hazardous, the whole assortment must be consigned as Non-hazardous waste.

	Tablets/Capsules in a personal compliance box
	For compliance boxes without inner disposable packaging there is no alternative but to empty the contents directly into a waste container. There is a duty of care to try to determine whether the compartments contain hazardous or non-hazardous waste. It could be argued that the risk to an individual in segregating medicines in this way is too great, and in such a case, segregation would not be required. However, if cytotoxic or cytostatic medicines are not separated, then the whole assortment must be consigned as hazardous waste.
	

	Tablets/Capsules
Prepared but not
Administered
	Place in Pharmaceutical Waste Container, however, if “contaminated” e.g. as a consequence of a patient spitting out, then place in the container for sharps contaminated with Pharmaceuticals, which is consigned as potentially infectious.
	

	Unidentifiable medication – any form
	The whole assortment must be placed in a Hazardous waste container.
	

	Vaginal preparations
e.g. pessaries
	Remove product from outer packaging and place in waste container
	May be either hazardous or non-hazardous.





