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Factsheet: Private controlled drugs
What is this about?
The Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001 require private prescriptions or requisitions for medicines containing schedule 2 and 3 controlled drugs to be issued on controlled stationery. These are as follows: 
· Private controlled drug prescription forms are pink and are called FP10PCD forms. There are two kinds of these forms available: 
· Personalised (FP10PCDNC), where the prescriber details are pre-printed on each prescription
· Non-personalised (FP10PCDSS), which are blank and suitable for overprinting.
· Private controlled drug requisition forms are called FP10CDF forms.
In order to use any of these forms, the healthcare professional intending to supply the controlled drugs must have a private controlled drug prescriber identification number (PIN).
How do I get a private PIN? 
· Doctors, dentists, and non-medical prescribers can all request a private controlled drug prescriber code from their local NHS England Area Team. The South West Area Team oversee private CD codes for prescribers in the Dorset area. They can be contacted via england.southwestcontrolleddrugs@nhs.net. 
· Doctors and non-medical prescribers are issued with a code unique to individual prescribers. However, for dentists, there is one code for all dental private prescriptions / requisitions in the South West area.
Private controlled drug prescription forms
· If you have a private PIN and need to order controlled stationery items (i.e. personalised or non-personalised private controlled drug prescription forms) for prescribing, contact the NHS England Area team who will order them for you from Primary Care Support England.
· It is strongly recommended that a prescriber writes a prescription which does not exceed a maximum quantity of 30 days’ supply of Schedule 2, 3 and 4 controlled drugs. Private controlled drug prescription forms are only valid for 28 days. 
Private controlled drug requisitions
All requisitions used for the supply of schedule 2 and 3 CDs by practitioners working in the community, for the purpose of treating patients, must be declared using the form FP10CDF. This covers the following scenarios:
· Supply of controlled drugs between community pharmacies
· GP or non-medical prescriber* requisitions presented to wholesalers or to community pharmacies for controlled drugs for practice stock and/or doctor’s bags
· Dentists requisitioning supplies of controlled drugs from community pharmacies or wholesalers for stock / use as part of dental care
· Veterinary practitioners requisitioning supplies of controlled drugs from wholesalers or community pharmacies
*Non-medical prescribers are authorised to requisition CDs in their own right in the community under Regulation 14 of the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001, however, this authority is limited to stocks needed for their own use and within their competence.
For other situations in which a requisition would be mandatory, please refer to the supplementary guidance issued by the Home Office. 
The FP10CDF form can be downloaded from the NHS BSA website. Detailed instructions on completion of the form are included at this link. 
Requisitions cannot be faxed because a fax has not been signed by the prescriber and therefore does not meet the legal requirements.
Community pharmacy
· Community pharmacies have a private controlled drug account number which should be used when submitting FP10PCD and FP10CDF forms to the NHS BSA. This is a different account to the NHS account number used by contractors to submit NHS prescriptions. The submission form (FP34PCD) can be downloaded from the NHS BSA website. 
· For any pharmacies who do not yet hold a private controlled drug account number, this can be obtained from the NHS England Area Team (see above). 
· Community pharmacists cannot dispense private prescriptions for schedule 2 and 3 controlled drugs unless written on an FP10PCD form (headed paper is not sufficient).
· Pharmacists may challenge private controlled drug prescriptions issued by dentists if they feel that the controlled drug has no recognised dental use.
Dispensing doctors
· Dispensing doctors should not supply controlled drugs ordered on a requisition unless they have a wholesaler's license, as normally they're not permitted to carry out a wholesale function.
· If you are a dispensing doctor and require advice on submitting private CD prescriptions, please contact: nhsbsa.prescriptionservices@nhsbsa.nhs.uk. 
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