
Pharmaceutical 
Waste

Recycle outer packaging. Medicines-contaminated waste must never go in orange/tiger/black bags or be discharged into 
drains 

Medicinal and infectious waste
l medication needles and syringes 
l broken vials/ampoules
l medicines bottles

Non medicinal waste contamination
l phlebotomy needles
l operating sharps

No

A sharp Yes dispose 
to sharps bin

Part-used 
controlled drug

Yes follow controlled 
drug policy

Unwanted/expired 
controlled drug Yes call pharmacy

Part-used, hospital issued, in-date 
medicines (not opened liquids) Yes return to pharmacy for re-use

Cytotoxic/ cytostatic / unknown medicine 
(Loose drug doses (liquid, solid), unwanted 
patient own and expired drugs, part-used
bottles, unbroken vials/ampoule’s, giving  
sets (with spike still in bag), tubes and used
oral/enteral syringes)

Yes purple container

Less than 
1litre of saline, 

glucose or 
liquid feed

Yes dispose to 
sluice. Not 

hand-wash basin

No

No

No

No

No

Non-cytotoxic/ cytostatic /unknown medicine 
(Loose drug doses (liquid, solid), unwanted 
patient own and expired drugs, part-used
bottles, unbroken vials/ampoule’s, giving  
sets (with spike still in bag), tubes and used
oral/enteral syringes)

Yes blue container

Cytotoxic/cytostatic medicine 
l chemotherapy needles and    
syringes 
l broken vials/ampoules
l medicines bottles

Sharps

Sharps

Sharps



* List of Drugs that must be handled as Cytotoxic or Cytostatic in 
accordance with HTM 07-01: Safe Management of Healthcare Waste
New list of non-chemotherapy cytotoxic/cytostatic drugs
Anastrozole Azathioprine Bicalutamide Chloramphenicol - classified as a category 
2A carcinogen and as such will include eye drops with a concen-tration of 0.1% (the 
legal threshold in waste legislation) Ciclosporin Cidofo-vir Coal tar containing products 
Colchicine Danazol Diethylstilbestrol Dino-prostone Dithranol containing products 
Dutasteride Estradiol Exemestane Finasteride Flutamide Ganciclovir Gonadotrophin, 
chorionic Goserelin In-terferon containing products (including peginterferon) Leflunomide 
Letro-zole Leuprorelin acetate Medroxyprogesterone Megestrol Menotropins Mifepristone 
Mycophenolate mofetil Nafarelin Oestrogen containing prod-ucts Oxytocin (including 
syntocinon and syntometrine) Podophyllyn Pro-gesterone containing products Raloxifene 
Ribavarin Sirolimus Streptozo-cin Tacrolimus Tamoxifen Testosterone Thalidomide 
Toremifene Trifluridine Triptorelin Valganciclovir Zidovudine

Cancer chemotherapy drugs
Aldesleukin Alemtuzumab Amsacrine Arsenic trioxide Asparaginase Bleo-mycin 
Bortezomib Busulphan Capecitabine Carboplatin Carmustine Ce-tuximab Chlorambucil 
Cisplatin Cladribine Cyclophosphamide Cytarabine Dacarbazine Dactinomycin 
Daunorubicin Dasatinib Docetaxel Doxorubicin Epirubicin Estramustine Etoposide 
Fludarabine Fluorouracil Gemcitabine Gemtuzumab Hydroxycarbamide Idarubicin 
Ifosfamide Imatinib mesylate Irinotecan Lomustine Melphalan Mercaptopurine 
Methotrexate Mitomycin Mitotane Mitoxantrone Oxaliplatin Paclitaxel Pentamidine 
Pentostatin Pro-carbazine Raltitrexed Rituximab Temozolomide Thiotepa Topotecan 
Trastuzumab Vidaradine Vinblastine Vincristine


