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LEG ULCER PATHWAY 
              

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
KEY 
 

 

Basic Wound Management: Assessment and management 

of patients with basic wounds and injury to the lower leg 

first 6 (maximum 9 weeks to allow for onward referral 

Fast track to 

service: see criteria 

in specification 

3.2.2 

Not Healed within 6 weeks: Referral but 

continue treatment until transfer of care 

Healed: discharged to 

maintenance reviews 

in practice 

Ambulatory Leg Ulcer Assessment and Treatment Service  - 

undertaken by practitioners with enhanced skills and 

competencies in leg ulcer management. Assign to Standard 

or Complex pathway (section 3.2.3 of specification) 

Not Healed within Standard or Complex pathway. 

Average length: Standard -12 wks  Complex- 18 wks 

Healed: discharge to 

maintenance in 

primary care. 

Expected healing rates: 

Standard 60%   

Complex 45% 

Community Specialist Leg Ulcer Service – Level 3: 
Assessment and care planning for patients with complex, 

leg ulcers, undertaken by leg ulcer nurse specialist 

(Section 3.3 of spec).   

2nd pathway –Complex 
Max length: 18 weeks 

Advice guidance on treatment 
plan from Level 3 service 

 
NB. No additional payment  

 
 

Specialist services 
Referral to consultant led care 

 

Non Healing patients 
requiring ongoing 
care – They will have 
had 2 continuous 
treatment pathways 
 
6 monthly full 
reassessments. 
Once a year 
reassessment in 
conjunction with 
Level 3 service 

 

 

 

6 monthly full 

reassessment: 

Expect 25% to re-

ulcer within a year.  

Fast track these 

people to service 

Arterial Ulcers: 

Simultaneous 

Referral for 

advice and 

guidance 

Primary Care Service 

 Leg Ulcer Service - this specification 

 

 

Level 3 – Specialist Service 

 


